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!ǎƘŦƛŜƭŘ /ǳƳ ¢ƘƻǊǇŜ нлму 

wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

 

{ƻŎƛŀƭ 

Community Council  

The Community Council is responsible for the care of and operation the village hall in Ashfield and 

organised several enjoyable and successful events and activities in 2018, including the following: - 

Tidy Up of the Village Hall and garden - 29th May and 5th July  

Volunteers were sought to help with general tidying and maintenance of the village hall. 

Summer Social - 1st June  

A well-attended event. The bar was open and a range of wines, bottled beers, soft drinks and 

Victoria Bitter on draught were for sale. Those attending brought along food to share. A selection of 

pictures from the Life in Ashfield exhibition of 1996 was shown. There was a draw for a bottle of gin 

which yielded £19 net, and the net takings on the bar was £130.12. 

Cyclist Visits  

The regular use of the Village Hall as a refreshment stop for two cycling clubs continued.  Cakes and 

drinks were provided for the cyclists, who in turn provide a valuable source of income for the village. 

Quiz Night ς 5th October 

This evening entertainment was held at the Village Hall. The entrance fee was £12 for a team of 4 

per table. The bar was open. vǳƛȊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ aŀƭŎƻƭƳ tŜŀǎŜΩǎ ǾŜǊŘƛŎǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƛƴŀƭΣ (whether he was correct 

or not). 

Wine-tasting Evening ς 16th November  

Back by popular demand - Ashfield's resident 

άǎƻƳƳŜƭƛŜrέ Richard Ellis held another of his 

enjoyable and informative evenings.  Six 

άunexpected' wines from around the world were 

tasted blind by the 40 people present. wƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ 

wife, Petra provided a choice of delicious home-

made soups, enjoyed with fresh french bread. 

Altogether a great social evening, and the 

otherwise daunting task of washing up 80 glasses 

and 40 soup mugs was made easier by many 

helping hands! 
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Christmas Social ς 7th December 

A seasonal get together for Ashfield 

residents and friends took place in the 

Village Hall. There was no charge for the 

evening (apart from drinks bought at the 

bar). Food was brought along and shared. 

  

 

 

Appeal for Help 

Although several successful events were organised by The Community Council during 2018, 

Chairman Malcolm Pease reminded Ashfield residents that the Council did not have sufficient man 

(and woman) power and requests were made for more support: 

άPerhaps you could consider joining us?  It's not about long & boring meetings (we don't do 

them), but more about making a contribution to your community and having fun at the 

ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜέΦ  

Ashfield Ladies Group 

The group continues to meet on the third Tuesday of the month, usually in the Village Hall.   

In 2018, the meetings included the following: - 

¶ 16th January  άCƛōƻƴŀŎŎƛΩǎ aŀƎƛŎ bǳƳōŜǊǎέ ōȅ aǊΦ tŀǊƪ {ƛƳǎ 

¶ 20th February   άaŜŘƛŎŀƭ 5ŜǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ 5ƻƎǎέ ōȅ Norma Howel 

¶ 20th March  The charity FIND (Families in Need) by Maureen Rayne.   

¶ 17th April   άaǊǎ aƻȊŀǊǘέ ōȅ Frances Hart 

¶ 15th May   ά¢ƘŜ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ hŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ !ƴƎƭƛŀ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ ¢ǿƻέ by  

Clive Stevens 

¶ 19th June  AGM 

¶ 17th July   A visit to Envigo, a company who provide scientific research   

services. For security reasons the names of attendees  

and car registration numbers had to be notified in  

advance 

¶ 21st August   Visit to Aldeburgh Summer Theatre, Jubilee Hall to see the  

Ǉƭŀȅ άCǳƴƴȅ aƻƴŜȅέ ōȅ wŀȅ /ƻƻƴŜȅ 

¶ 18th September A Life in aƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜέ by Susan Hansen 

¶ 16th October   άDŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ !Ǌǘέ ōȅ Andrew Vessey  

¶ 20th November  ά! ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ²ŜŘŘƛƴƎ in ¢ǳǊƪŜȅέ ōȅ Jenny Gibbs  

¶ 11th December  Christmas Meal at the Dennington Queen. The cost was £20 for a  

three-course meal and members brought along a gift to the  

approximate value of £5 
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Ashfield Ladies Group Committee at the AGM ς 19th 

June  

The AGM was followed by a meal provided by the 

committee members, which included quiche, cold 

meat, salad, bread, deserts and a specially iced cake to 

celebrate 35 years of the group.  

The group continues to expand and in 2018, had more 

members than ever before. Susan Hansen, who 

started the group continues as its leader.  The same 

Committee members continue from year to year and 

as no volunteers came forward to replace them, they 

agreed to continue. 

 

The Brenton Bash (Gentlemanôs Evening) ï 25th May 

On Friday 25th May, the Gentlemen of Ashfield and friends went out on the annual Brenton 

.ŀǎƘκDŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴΩǎ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ǘǊƛǇΤ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

Stowmarket ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ άōŜŜǊ ǘŀǎǘƛƴƎέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ DƭŀŘǎǘƻƴŜ !ǊƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀ ƳŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ 

άōŜŜǊ ǘŀǎǘƛƴƎέ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀƎǇƛŜ LƴƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǿŀs arranged by Chris Sharpe. 

Mystery Meal- 27th October 

This year the άMystery Mealέ took place on 27th October with Mike Harrison in charge of its 

organisation.  A successful and entertaining evening, a chance to make new friends and to 

meet up with old friends. 

hǘƘŜǊ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ 

The OVO Energy Womenôs Tour Cycling Race ï 13th June 

SƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ 

cyclists raced past Ashfield 

on the A1120.  The opening 

ƭŜƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ¢ƻǳǊ 

Cycling Race started in 

Framlingham on 13th June.  

The cyclists set off from 

Framlingham and rode 

through Debenham, Ashfield 

and Earl Soham. The A1120 

and Ashfield Street was 

closed for about 10 minutes 

whilst the race went past. A number of spectators watched from White Post Corner in Ashfield. 

ALG Committee 2018.  Doreen Baxter, 

Sandra Measham, Susan Hansen, 

Cherrie Wilson, Penny Clark. 
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Chicken Farm ï Night-time disturbance 

In February, residents of Grove Lane and Sunnyside Corner had their sleep disturbed by vehicle 

movements through the village down Grove Lane to the chicken farm, from 3 am onwards. Vehicles 

were parked up with lights and engines running.  Objections were made to the drivers, the farm 

manager and to County Councillor Matthew Hicks. 

Mr. Hicks reported the disturbance as a potential planning infringement to Mid Suffolk District 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 9ƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 9ƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ bƻǘƛŎŜ so that in 

the event of a future breach of the curfew, action could be taken. Mr Hicks confirmed that as the 

chicken farm is in a residential area, farm traffic is not permitted during the night. The existing night 

ǘƛƳŜ ŎǳǊŦŜǿ ƛƳǇƻǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜ.  

Remembrance Day - Sunday 11th November   

100th Anniversary of the end of the First World War 

Four men from Ashfield were killed in the First World War: -  

¶ William Friend 

¶ Thomas Goddard 

¶ Oliver Peachey  

¶ Russell George Ruffles. 

 ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƛƴ !ǎƘŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ 

written by Chris Pratt of Earl Soham. On 11th November at the end of the Church Service, there was 

a short Act of Remembrance around the war memorial.   

The service was attended by Mr. Russell George Ruffles of Bedfield, the grandson of Pvt RG Ruffles. 
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!ǎƘŦƛŜƭŘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ  

The Rector for Ashfield (and the other churches in the Mid Loes Benefice), is the Revd. Dr. Stephen 

Brian.  Robert Grimsey is the Church Warden, Secretary and Treasurer.   

 

Services 

{ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀ 

month, alternating between evening prayer and Holy Communion. 

These included a service on Remembrance Day, a Carol Service on 

23rd December when the Ashfield Ladies Group were asked to 

provide a choir, and Communion on Christmas morning.  

 

 

Suffolk Historical Churches Cycle Ride and Stride 

This took place on Saturday 8th September.  Cyclists and sponsors were sought as well as volunteers 

to man the church to welcome visiting cyclists.  

 

The Harvest Supper ï 29th September  

The Harvest Supper took place in the Village Hall on 29th 

September and this year was well attended. A meal was served, 

and the audience was entertained by Peter HollowayΣ ŀ άƭƻŎŀƭ 

ŎƻƳŜŘƛŀƴέ. The supper raised άmuch needed fundsέ for Ashfield 

Church. 

 

 

±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 

Daniel Poulter MP 

In MarchΣ ŀ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜ tŀǊǘȅ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŎƭŜŀǊŜŘ !ǎƘŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ atΣ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ tƻǳƭǘŜǊΣ 

of allegations of inappropriate behaviour towards female colleagues. 
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The Parish Council AGM ï 9th May 

The meeting was held at the Village Hall on 9th May. Items on the agenda included a Public Forum 

and reports from the Parish Council; the tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Vehicle Activated Signs Representative; Mid 

Suffolk District Council; the Police; the Footpaths Group; Community Council; Ladies Group; Ashfield 

Welfare Trust; Village Recorder and Earl Soham Primary School. 

Parish Council Public Meeting- 6th September 

 All members of the electorate were invited to attend a public meeting called to discuss requests to 

acquire items for the benefit of the village and its residents, namely: - 

¶ Defibrillator to be mounted on a wall of the village hall (estimated cost £1,500)  

¶ A vehicle speed display (estimated cost £3,500)  

¶ A bin for dog faeces (estimated cost £150) 

άThe PC was happy to make these purchases if requested by the electorate; subject to, funding. If 

necessary, the PC could seek grants where such are available, but some, if not all, of the cost would 

have to be found via a short-term increased precept. These purchases would affect everyone in the 

village, not only in the usefulness of the facility provided, but also in the cost of their council tax bill.έ 

The question of whether a bin for dog waste should be sited down Grove Lane was considered at the 

meeting.  Subsequently, the Parish Council established that dog fouling could result in a criminal 

offence and warning notices were displayed in the village to inform would be offenders of a 

potential £1,000 Penalty. 

The question of whether a defibrillator should be acquired was considered and it was agreed that 

more information would be provided at a later meeting.  

Defibrillator Demonstration ï 6th November 

Following the Public Meeting, representatives 
of The Debenham Community First Responders 
Group including !ǎƘŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜǊǎ 
Belinda Handley and Des Hart, gave a talk and 
demonstration about the use of a defibrillator 
and CPR awareness. Two sessions were held at 
the village Hall so that participants could 
familiarise themselves with the equipment. If 
purchased, a defibrillator would be accessed via 
the emergency services, who would provide 
guidance for use and a code to unlock it.  

At the time of the demonstration, no decision 
had been made upon a purchase and was to be 

discussed at further Parish Council meetings.  
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Broadband (and road closures) 

In January, a green cabinet/ box was installed at Whitepost Corner, near the junction of the A1120 

and the Street, to prepare for the installation of fibre broadband. Three-way traffic lights at the 

junction of the A1120 and The Street controlled the flow of traffic. 

in March, the green box was connected to a power supply. The Street was closed for roadworks to 

allow the connection of the green box to power supplied from the post and transformer in the 

grounds of Mary Vale. Advance notice of the closure had been given for the 5th to 16th March. The 

work actually started on 6th March, completed early, on 14th March and the road re opened. 

in June, workmen were seen in the village making connections to the green box.  

No announcement was made by BT about the availability of the service, and its availability was 

discovered by residents on a piecemeal basis, partly by word of mouth. The village now has a 

reasonably fast broadband service, with up to 38 Mbps in some properties. 

Other Road Works 16th to 20th July 

More Road Closures from 16th to 20th July, Overnight closure of the A1120, from 7pm to 5 am, 

caused disruption and inconvenience and a complaint was made about poor signage to the Suffolk 

Highways Authority.  

άhǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘ A1120 closure signage causing issues at north end of Ashfield-cum-Thorpe. Road closed signage needs to 

be at bottom of hill at Clowes Corner to stop traffic getting to village from Kenton direction and only then finding 

road closed. Last night gridlock with near misses and vehicles having to turn around in fields. 

The relevant Suffolk Highways team will investigate your report and make a decision on any action that may need to 

be taken and by when.έ 

tƻƭƛŎŜ aŀǘǘŜǊǎ 

19 January, there was an attempted break-in to an outbuilding at Sunnyside during the early hours 

of the morning.  A door was forced, but the would-be thief ran off when the alarm went off. 

17 March Telephone Scams Police urged residents to be alert following reports that a number of 

residents had been contacted by a caller claiming to be from the tax office, HM Revenue & Customs 

(HMRC).  Fraudsters were contacting the elderly and intimidating victims with threats of arrest for 

alleged outstanding debts or unpaid taxes in their name. 

14 October A garage was broken into overnight at Mary Vale and power tools were taken. 

17 December Fatal Accident ς this occurred at the junction of Thorpe Lane and the A1120.  The 

following information was issued by the Police:    

άhŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀǘ фΦллŀƳ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ aƻƴŘŀȅ мт 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ Ŏƻƭƭƛǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

A1120 in Ashfield involving a coach and two cars - a red Honda Civic and a silver Skoda Octavia. The 

driver of the Honda, a woman in her 40s, was sadly pronounced dead at the scene. The male driver 

of the coach was taken to hospital with minor injuries. The coach was not carrying any passengers 

and nobody else was hurt as a result of the collision. Emergency services are still on the scene and 

the road remains closed while the vehicles are recovered and an investigation into the full 
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circumstances of the incident is carried out. Road diversions are in place, but motorists are asked to 

avoid the area if possible.ò 

A further police release was made on the 19th December: 

https://www.suffolk.police.uk/news/latest-news/17-12-2018/ashfield-%E2%80%93-family-

pays-tribute-victim-fatal-collision 

²ŜŀǘƘŜǊ 

A cold winter and spring and a hot and dry summer. 

The Village experienced strong winds at the start of the year. February was very cold. We had a light 

dusting of snow on 5th February then a ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƭŘ ǎǇŜƭƭ ƻŦ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎǘƛŎ ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ .Ŝŀǎǘ 

ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜ 9ŀǎǘέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀΦΤ ŀ ōƛǘǘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƭŘ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƭȅ ǿƛƴŘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ нпth February and 

then snow on Monday night 26th February. Ashfield had at least 4 ½ inches of snow overnight and 

icicles formed on roofs.  The powdery snow was blown about by strong winds, resulting in snow 

drifts.  Radio Suffolk reported many problems on the roads, the A140 in particular was blocked in 

several places. Ashfield Street was covered with snow and ice for most of the week and there was 

very little traffic through the village.  Radio Suffolk reported that traffic was very slow and non- 

essential traffic was discouraged. On Tuesday most of the schools in Suffolk were closed, including 

Debenham High School, which was closed on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. No fresh 

snow fell on Friday night and the ice on the street started to melt during the day.  

    

The cold weather continued into March and a άƳƛƴƛ ōŜŀǎǘέ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ; more snow fell on 1st March and 

Debenham High School was closed on 1st and 2nd March. There was a light dusting of snow on Friday 

16th March and 17th March, and cold winds.  The weather warmed up gradually the following 

Monday. 

The Summer was hot and dry, and 23rd July was particularly hot. We then had torrential rain on 28th 

July, a cool weekend and then warm again by 6th August. August started hot, then there was heavy 

rainfall on 9th and 10th, followed by sunshine. The Weather at the end of the year was relatively mild, 

and some gardens even had flowers in bloom in December. 

 

August 20th in Ashfield 

 

https://www.suffolk.police.uk/news/latest-news/17-12-2018/ashfield-%E2%80%93-family-pays-tribute-victim-fatal-collision
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/news/latest-news/17-12-2018/ashfield-%E2%80%93-family-pays-tribute-victim-fatal-collision
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tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅκIƻǳǎŜ ǎŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾŜǎ 

 

Christmas Cottage- Liz Wiggins put Christmas Cottage 

on the market in January with agents William H 

Brown, seeking offers in excess of £330,000.  A sale to 

Mr. Peter Raffel completed at the end of June and Liz 

moved away to Debenham. 

 

 

 

White Railings ς A detached house with 5 bedrooms, 

was marketed for £375,000. The sale was completed in 

April.  Margaret and Brian Lennon moved away from 

Ashfield. They had lived in the village for many years 

and taken an active part in village life. Brian had been a 

long serving Chairman of the Community Council and 

Margaret had once been a dinner lady at Earl Soham 

Primary School and also an άAvon ladyέ.  They moved 

away to live nearer to their family. 

 

The Old Post Office ς A cottage with 3 bedrooms 

and a large garden. The property was the village 

post office from 1941 to 1999. It was refurbished 

by Danny and Mel Wilson, who moved there in 

2014. It was advertised for sale in March at 

£425,000 and the sale was eventually completed 

in October.  

 

 

 

 

Grove Farmhouse - was auctioned in May. The 

auction guide price was £275,000. It was 

advertised by the selling agents Clarke & Simpson 

ŀǎ ŀ άŘŜǊŜƭƛŎǘ DǊŀŘŜ LL ƭƛǎǘŜŘ farmhouse standing 

in a pleasant spot along a no through road, with 

grounds of over three quarters of an acreέ. 
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1 Lodge Cottage - was on the market in the spring and 

sold for £285,000 in September. The property is a semi-

detached house with two bedrooms. 

 

 

 

New House ς /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ƻƴŎŜ ōŜŜƴ WŀŎƪ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ ±ŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜ ǇŀǘŎƘ 

at High Row Farm, continued throughout the year. By June, the roof trusses had been added and by 

December the house  was neariing completion, and the hedge between the new house and Mara  

had been removed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bramcote - In June, Gill and Dick Knight advertised the 

sale of their home, a modern detached house with 5 

bedrooms, and within a week, had two offers.  The sale 

was completed in September and Gill and Dick moved to 

a temporary home in the centre of Bury St Edmunds, 

whilst finding ǘƘŜƛǊ άǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ place in the perfect locationέ.  

They had lived in Ashfield for almost 34 years.  Gemma 

and Jamie Griffin and their daughter Florence became the 

new residents of Bramcote. 

 

 

 

4 The Ashes was advertised for sale, offers were 

invited in excess of £300,000.  The house was still on 

the market at the end of the year. 

 

 

 


