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Community Council

The Community Coundd responsible for the care ahd operationthe village hall in Ashfield and
organised severanjoyable and successful events and activiitie8018 including the following:

Tidy Up of the Village Hall and garde29" May and5™" July
Volunteers were sought to help with general tidying and maintenance of the village hall.
Summer Social 1stJune

A wellattended event. The bar was open and a range of wines, bottled beers, soft drinks and
Victoria Bitter on draught were f@ale.Those attending brought along food to share. A selection of
pictures from the Life in Ashfield exhibition of 198&sshown. There was a draw for a bottle of gin
which yielded £1%et, and the net takings on the baras £130.12.

Cyclist Visits

The regular use of the Village Hall as a refreshment stop for two cycling clubs continued. Cakes and
drinkswere provided for the cyclistavhoin turn providea valuable source of income for the village.

Quiz Nightg 5" October

This evening entertainmentas held at the Village Hallhe entrance fee was £12 for a team of 4
per table Thebarwasopenv dzZA T Y aGSNJ al f 02 f Y (wh&HerheS@sicor@& NR A O
or not).

Wine-tasting Eveningg 16" November

Back by popular demandAshfield'sresident

G a2 Y Y&Rictha® Ellis held another of his
enjoyable and informative eveningSix
aunexpected' wines from around the world were
tasted blind by the 40 people presemi.A OK | N
wife, Petraprovided a choice of delicious home
made soups, enjyeed with fresh french bread
Altogether a great social evening, and the
otherwise daunting task of washing up 80 glasse
and 40 soup mugs was made easier by many
helping hands!

WINE TASTING EVENING

Friday 16" November 7:30pm
Ashfield Community Hall

A Tasting Event with 6 wines
Entry by Ticket only £10.00

Reserve tickets by 9™ November
from:

Malcolm Pease (685452) or
Simon Garrett (685489)

Wines available to order
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Christmas Socia] 7" December
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ASHFIELD
CHRISTMAS
SOCIAL

Friday 7th Decem
Bring a plate of
Bar Open (Inc. Draught

A seasonal get togethdor Ashfield
residents and friendtook place irthe
Village HallThere was no charge for the
evening (apart from drinks bought at the
bar). Bodwas brought along and shared.

Appeal for Help

Althoughseveralsuccessful events were organisedTdye Community Coundlring 2018,
ChairmarMalcolm PeaseemindedAshfieldresidentsthat the Councitlid not have sufficient man
(and woman) power and requests were madefuore support

oPerhaps you could consider joining ul$® not about long & boring meetings (we don't do
them), but more abat making a contribution to your community and having fun at the
aryYS GAYSe o

Ashfield Ladies Group

The group continues to meet on the third Tuesdéyhe month, usuallyn the Village Hall.
In 2018, the meetingmcluded the following:

§ 16th January GCAO2Y | ODdeR@ES MR G A®e a N t | NJ

A LA = g

1 20th February GaSRAOIFT 5S(RdnaMHawél 52348¢ 08
1 20th March The charity FINDFamilies in Need)y MaureenRayne
17th April daNB a2 Franhds Blarto @
1 15th May G¢KS anAdOdallINEA 2y 2F 9Fad byy3t Al
Clive Stevens
T 19" June AGM
1 17th July A visit to Envigoa company who provide scientific research
servicesFor security reasons the namesatfendees
and carregistration numbers had to be notified
advance
1 21st August Visit to Aldeburgh Summer TheatréubileeHallto see the
LY ICdzyoy & az2ySeéeé¢ oe& wke /[/22ySe
f 18th September AlLifeina A y A | by S8zNaHansen
f 16th October G DS G AlyNEI @¥ngf@w/essey
f 20th November a! At f I @6 dANP By GEbks
1 11th December Christmas Meal at the Dennington Que@ihe cost wag20 for a

three-course meabhndmembers brought along gift to the
approximatevalue of£5
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Ashfield Ladies Group Committee at the AGM9"
June

The AGM wabollowed by a meal provided by the
committee memberswhich inclueéd quiche, cold

meat, salad, bread, deserts and a specially iced cake to
celebrate 35 years of the group.

The group continues to expand amd2018, hadnore
membersthan ever before Susan Hansewho
startedthe group continuessits leader. Thesame

. Committee members continue from year year and
ALG Committe€018 Doreen Baxter, as novolunteers @ame forward to replacehem, they

Sandra Mesham, Susaiansen, agreedto continue
CherrieWilson,PennyClark.

The Brenton Bash Ge nt | Evenig)i 25" May

OnFriday 2% May, the Gentlemen of Ashfield and friends went out on the arr@nton

. FaKkDSYGft SYIFyQa 9@SyAy3ad ¢KAAZ élé Fy23KSNI Y@ais
Stowmarkets KSNBE (KSe Sy22eSR aoSSNIGFradAaAy3aé G GKS Df
0SSN GFradAy3¢é 20SN) §KS NRdaRangedby CHiSSharpgeILIAS LYy y @

Mystery Meat 27" October

This yeathe dMystery Meat took place or27" Octoberwith Mike Harrison in chargef its
organisation A successful and entertaining evening, a chance to make new friends and to
meet up with oldfriends.

hi KSNJ 9@Syia
The OVO Energy Womern@¥Jduleour Cycling Re

LYS 27F 0dKS G2 NF DNX A& XA
cyclists racd past Ashfield
on the A1120. The opening
fS3 2F GKS 22
Cycling Race started in
Framlingham ori3" June
The cyclists set off from
Framlinghamand rode :
through Debenham, Ashfield
and Earl SohanT.he A1120
and Ashfield Street was
closed for aboti10 minutes = &

whilst the race went pasA number of spectators watchdtcbm White Post Cornen Ashfleld
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Chicken Farm Night-time disturbance

In February residents of Grove Lane and Sunnyside Corner had their sleep disturbed by vehicle
movements throuf the village down Grove Lane to the chicken farm, from 3 am onwaetiicles
were parked up with lights and engines running. Objections were made to the drivers, the farm
manager and to County Councillor Matthew Hicks.

Mr. Hicks reported the disturbanaes a potential planning infringement to Mid Suffolk District

| 2dzy OAf Qa 9y TFT2NOSYSYyid hFFAOSNI 6A0GK | sognathg (2 (K
the event of a future breach of the curfew, action could be taken. Mr Hicks confirmed thia¢ as t

chicken farm is in a residential area, farm traffic is not permitted during the night. The existing night
GAYS OdzaNFS6 AYLIZASR o0& (GKS /2dzyOAf A& LI NI 2F (K

N

Remembrance DaySundayl 1" November
100th Anniversary of thend of the First World War

Four men from Ashfield were killed in the First World War:

1 William Friend

9 Thomas Goddard

1 Oliver Peachey

1 RussellGeorge Ruffles.

¢tKSe8 FNBE NBYSYOSNBR Ay (GKS 2FNJaSY2NARIFE Ay ! aK¥F;
written by Chris Pratt of Earl Soham. T Novemberat the end of the Church Service, there was
a short Act of Remembrance around the war memorial.

The service was attended by Mr. Russell George Ruffles of Bedfield, the grandson of Pvt RG Ruffles.
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The Rector for Ashfiel@gndthe other churches in the Mid Loes Benejide the Red. Dr. Stephen
Brian. Robert Grimsey is the Church Warden, Secretary and Treasurer.

ASHFIELD CHURCH

Services THIS SUNDAY

{ SNDAOSa (221 LIFOS +d {dG al N CAROL 2dzi GKS
month, alternating between evening prayer and Holy Communior
These included a service on Remembrance Day, a Carol Service SERVIGE
23rd Decembemwhen the Ashfield Ladies Group were asked to Al
U oy U
provide a choir, and Communion on Christmas morning. {“5;!:;'-“»'-"?
o A

NV .,
M AN AT

g” 4.0E)/P.M.*3}.

Suffolk Historical Churches Cycle Ride and Stride

This took place on Saturd&h September Cyclists and sponsors were sought as wellohsneers
to man the churcho welcomeuvisiting cyclists

TheHarvest Supper 29" September

The Harvest Supper took place in the Villaizdl on 29 HARVEST SUPPER

Septemberand this year was well attended. A meal was servec
and the audience was entertained by Peter Holloway I & ey o

O 2 Y S R Xhe gupper raiseénuch needed fundsfor Ashfield Bod sy you e simply orgorl
C h urc h . Ring or email now.
685332 or jane.ashfieldhall@btinternet com.

-

OYEZ! OYEZ!
Remember, Remember, 29th of September,
Food, entertainment, the lot!

|

e ——————
+t Attt 3AS . dzZaAySaa
Daniel PoulteMP
InMarch= |/ 2y ASNDFGAGS t I NlIe& AyiSNYyFrf RAAOALI Ayl NEB

of allegations of inappropriate behaviour towards femeddleagues.
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The ParistCouncil AGMT 9" May

The meetingvas held at the Village Halh 9" May. Items on he agenda included Public Forum
andreports fromthe ParishCounciithet I NR& & K VelctzyAdivatedSigns Representativied
Suffolk District Coungithe Police the Footpaths GroupCommunity CoungiLadies GroupAshfield
Welfare TrustVillage Recordesind Earl Soham Primary School

Parish Council Public Meetin@" September

All members of the electorate weriavited to attenda public meetingcalledto discussequeststo
acquireitems for the benefit of the village and its residentamely:-

9 Defibrillator to be mounted on a wall of the village hall (estimated cost £1,500)
1 A wehicle speed displafestimated cost £3,500)
1 A binfor dog faeces (estimated cost £150)

GThe PQvashappy tomakethese purchases iequested bythe electorate;subject tq funding.If

necessary,lte PQouldseek grants where such are available, sone,if not all, of the cost would
have to be found via a sheterm increased precepfThese purchasesould affect everyone in the
village, not only in the usefulness of the facility provided, but also indkeaf their council tax bi#.

The question of whether a bin for dog waste should be sited down Grove Lane was considered at the
meeting. Subsequently, the Parish Council established that dog fouling could result in a criminal
offence and warning noticesere displayed in the village to inform would be offenders of a

potential £1,000Penalty.

The question of whether a defibrillator should be acquired was considered and it was agreed that
more information would be provided at a later meeting.

Defibrillator Demonstratiori 6™ November

Following the Public Meetingepresentatives
of The Debenham Community First Respondefs 4 &
Groupincluding! 8 K¥A St RQ& CA NJy
Belinda Handley and Deétart, gaveatalk and |
demonstration about the use @tdefibrillator
and CPR awareneskvo sessions were held at
the villageHdl sothat participantscould
familiarise themselvewith the equipment.If
purchaseda defibrillatorwould be accessed vials
the emergency services, who would provide £
guidance for use and a code to unlock it.

At the time of the demonstration, no decision
had been made upon purchaseand was to be
discussed at furthd?arish Council meetirgg
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Broadbandandroad closures

In January a green cabinet/ box wasstalled atWhitepost Cornerpear the junction of the A1120
and the Street, to prepare for the installationfifre broadband. Threavay traffic lights athe
junctionof the A1120and The Streetontrolled the flow of traffic.

in March, the green boxwasconnected tca powersupply.The Street was closddr roadworks to
allow the connection of the green box to power supplied from the post and transformer in the
grounds of Mary Val Advance notice of the closuiegadbeen giverfor the 5thto 16th March.The
work actuallystarted on & March,completed early, on 1March and theroad reopened.

in June workmenwere seen in the villageaking connections to the green box.

No announcement was mad®y BTabout the availability of the servicand itsavailability was
discovered by residents on a piecemeal bgsistly by word of mouth. Theillage nowhas a
reasonably fast broadband séce, with up to 38 Mbps in some properties.

Other Road Work46™ to 20" July

More RoadClosuregrom 16" to 20" July, Overnightclosure of the A112Grom 7pmto 5 am,
caused disruption and inconvenienared a complaint was madsbout poorsignageo the Suffolk
Highways Authority.

& h @S NAAK28 Eosure signage causing issues at north end of Ashiieihorpe. Road closed signage needs to

be at bottom of hill at Clowes Corner to stop traffic getting to village from Kenton direction and only then finding

road closed. Last night gridlocktkvinear misses and vehicles having to taroundin fields.

The relevant Suffolk Highways team will investigate your report and make a decision on any action that may need to
be taken and by whes.

t2f AOS al 00SNA

19 January there was an attempted breaik to an outbuilding aBunnysideduring the early hours
of the morning A door was forced, but the wouoe thief ran off when the alarm went off.

17 MarchTelephone Scanf@olice urged residents to be alert following reports that a number of
residents had been contacted by a caller claiming to be from the tax office, HM Revenue & Customs
(HMRC) Fraudstersvere contacting the elderly and intimidating victims with threataoest for

alleged outstanding debts or unpaid taxes in their name.

14 OctoberA garagevas broken into overnight dlary Valeand power tools were taken.

17 December Fatal Accidentthis occurred at the junction of Thorpe Lane and the A1120. The
following informationwasissued bythe Police:

GhTFAOSNER 6SNB OFtftSR G dodnnlyY GKAEA Y2NYyAy3a:
A1120 in Ashfield involving a coach andtcars- a red Honda Civic and a silver Skoda Octavia. The
driver of the Honda, a woman in her 40s, was sadly pronounced dead at the scene. The male driver
of the coach was taken to hospital with minor injuries. The coach was not carrying any passengers
and nobody else was hurt as a result of the collision. Emergency services are still on the scene and
the road remains closed while the vehicles are recovered and an investigation into the full
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circumstances of the incident is carried out. Road diversioa$rnaplace, but motorists are asked to
avoid the area if possibleo

A further police release was made on the 19" December:
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/news/latest-news/17-12-2018/ashfield-%E2%80%93-family-
pays-tribute-victim-fatal-collision

2 S  KSNJ

A coldwinter and spring and a hot and dry summer.

The Village experienced strong winds at the start of the year. Februasywery cold. We had a light

dusting of snow o February there@SNE O2f R alLJStf 2F 4SIGKSNI TNRY
FNRBY ¢KS 9l aid¢ o0& (GKS YSRAIFI®T | 0 Rkedorgiybrdd O2t R St
then snow on Monday nighté® February. Ashfield had at lea&t% inchesf snow overnight and

icicles formed on roofs. The powdery snow was blown about by strong winds, resulting in snow

drifts. Radio Suffolk reported many problems on the roads, the A140 in particular wascbincke
severalplaces. Ashfield Street was covered with snow and ice for most of the week and there was

very little traffic through the village. Radio Suffolk reported that traffic was very slow and non

essential traffic was discouraged. On Tuesday most of the scmoBidfolk were closed, including

Debenham High School, which was closed on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. No fresh
snow fell on Friday night and the ice on the street started to melt during the day.

The cold weather continued into Maremd adY A Y A 0 S | ;anoré snowNaNAnd Bldkch and
Debenham High School was closed &mid 29 March. There was a light dusting of snow on Friday
16" March and 17 March, and cold winds. The weather warmed up gradually the following
Monday.

The Summer was hot amtity, and23“ July was particularly hot. We then had torrential rain off 28

July, a cool weekend and then warm again ByAGigust. August started hot, then there was heavy

rainfall on 9" and 10", followed bysunshine. Th&Veathe at the end of the year was relatively mild,
and some gardens even had flowers in bloom in December

~ August 2@ in Ashfield
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Christmas Cottageliz Wiggingut Christmas Cottage
on the marketin Januaryith agentswilliam H
Brown, seekin@ffers in excess of £330,00@ saleto
Mr. Peter Raffetompleted at the end of JurendLiz
moved away to Debenham

White Railings; Adetached house witlh bedrooms
was marketed for 875,000.Thesale wasompleted in ‘
Apri. Margaret and Brian Lennon moved away from g
Ashfield. They had lived in the village for many yearsE
and taken an active part in village life. Brizadbeena
long servingChairman of the Community Counaiid
Margaret had once been a dinnkdy at EarSoham
Primary School and also @Avon ladg. They moved
away to live neeer to their family.

The Old Post Office A cottage with 3 bedrooms
and a large gardermhe property was the village
post office from 1941 to 1999t was refurbished
by Danny and Mel Wilson, who moved there in
2014.1t wasadvertised for salén Marchat
£425,000and thesale was eventually completed
in October.

Grove Farmhousewasauctioned inMay. The
auction guide price was £275,000was

advertised by the selling agents Clarke & Simps
Fa F  &RSNEB( AaihoubeNsiarikify
in a pleasant spot along a no through road, withg
grounds of over three quarters of an aére
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1 LodgeCottage- wason the market in the springnd
sold for £285,000 in September. The property is a semi
detached house with two bedrooms.

NewHouse;/ 2y a G NHzOGA2Y 2F GKAA yS¢ K2dzaSzI 2y 6KIF G KI
at HighRow Farmcontinued throughout theyear. ByJune, the roofrusses had been addeshd by

Decembetthe housewas neariing completiorgandthe hedge between the new house and Mara

had been removed

Bramcote- In June, Gill and Dick Knight advertised the
sale of their home, a modern detached houwgith 5
bedrooms, and within a weekadtwo offers. The sale
was completed irseptember and Gill and Dick moved to
atemporaryhome in the centreof BuryStEdmunds,
whilst findingi K S A NJ placd3n\iie petfect locaticn
They had lived in Ashfield for almost 34 yea&g&mma
and Jamie Griffin and their daughter Florefmzame the
new residents of Bramcote.

4 The Ashesvas advertised fosale,offers were
invited in excess of £300,000'he house was still on
the market at the end of the year.
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