Ashfield cum Thorpe

Approved Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on
Wednesday 10 May 2017 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall,
The Street, Ashfield cum Thorpe

Attendees: ClIr Geoff Hazlewood (Chair), Cllr Simon Garrett, Clir Robert Grimsey, Clir Myles Hansen,
Clir Ruth Hart and ClIr Ann Langley (Ashfield cum Thorpe Parish Council), Clir Matthew Hicks (Mid
Suffolk District Council and Suffolk County Council), Malcolm Pease (Ashfield Community Council),
Dick Knight (Ashfield Welfare Trust), Anita Sharpe (Ashfield Village Recorder), Simon Ashton (Parish
Clerk) and four Members of the Public

1. Welcome by Ashfield cum Thorpe Parish Council’s Chair
Clir Hazlewood welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2. Agreement of Minutes of the Previous Annual Parish Meeting on 27 April 2016
Minutes of the previous Annual Parish Meeting on 27 April 2016 were received, approved as a
true record and signed by the Chair.

3. Report by Ashfield cum Thorpe Parish Council’s Chair
Cllr Hazlewood delivered his report at the meeting. He confirmed both a quiet year and the
difficulties faced having to manage the running of the Parish Council in the absence of a Parish
Clerk until Mr Ashton’s appointment in October 2016. Steps had been initiated to introduce a
defibrillator to the village which had subsequently been referred to the Community Council as
owner of the Village Hall. A notice board had also been purchased with the assistance of a
grant awarded by CllIr Hicks from his locality fund.

4, Report by Mid Suffolk District Councillor & Suffolk County Councillor
ClIr Hicks delivered his report at the meeting. A copy of the report has been made available at
the end of these minutes for information.

5. Consideration of the Viability of the Installation of Vehicle Activated Signs
Cllr Hicks outlined the provision of vehicle activated signs if the village wished to consider
purchasing this facility which would need to be self-managed and its locations rotated. It
could also be purchased in conjunction with another or other parishes and would cost
approximately £2,500 to £3,000. Training would need to be provided and consideration given
to its net benefits.

6. Report by Suffolk Police’s Eye Safer Neighbourhood Team’s Representative
Cllr Hazlewood presented a report received from Suffolk Police’s Mid Suffolk North Safer
Neighbourhood Team at the meeting. A copy of the report has been made available at the
end of these minutes for information.



10.

11.

12,

13.

Report by the Parish Paths Liaison Officer

Cllr Grimsey delivered his report at the meeting. He confirmed the existence of a network of
public footpaths and bridleways around the parish for use by both residents and visitors. It
was hoped that a relationship could be developed with a new landowner. There had been a
problem with closed river crossings and it was hoped that they would soon be reopened by
Suffolk County Council’s Rights of Way Team.

Report by Ashfield Community Council’s Chair
Mr Pease delivered his report at the meeting. A copy of the report has been made available at
the end of these minutes for information.

Report by Ashfield Ladies Group’s Chair
Clir Hansen presented a report received from Ashfield Ladies Group at the meeting. A copy of
the report has been made available at the end of these minutes for information.

Report by Ashfield Welfare Trust’s Trustee
Mr Knight delivered his report at the meeting. A copy of the report has been made available
at the end of these minutes for information.

Report by Ashfield’s Village Recorder
Ms Sharpe delivered her report at the meeting. A copy of the report has been made available
at the end of these minutes for information.

Report by Earl Soham Community Primary School Governors’ Chair

Cllr Hazlewood presented a report received from Earl Soham Community Primary School
Governors at the meeting. A copy of the report has been made available at the end of these
minutes for information.

Public Forum

Mr Pease confirmed that residents had provided negative feedback about the location and
size of the newly acquired notice board. He confirmed that it would be best moved away from
the entrance to the Village Hall’s car park as it overshadowed the light from the phone kiosk.
The meeting finished at 8.35pm.

Simon Ashton, Parish Clerk
actpc.clerk@gmail.com

9 May 2018
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% SUFFOLK CONSTABULARY

Taking pride in keeping Suftolk safe

The parish of Ashfield-cum-Thorpe has had two reported crimes for the year since the last Annual
Meeting. These are as follows —

1 x Theft of 800 litres of diesel.

1 x Criminal Damage.

If you are aware of further recorded crimes in the parish, then | do apologise, as the crime recording
system we use now takes a considerably lot longer to locate information which is very frustrating,
whereas before it was very simple.

Police and Crime Commissioner, Tim Passmore has announced that he will be asking council
taxpayers to pay an average of just under 1p* a day extra towards policing in the county in the next
financial year. The PCC presented his precept proposal to the Police and Crime Panel meeting on
Tuesday 31st January for their consideration; the panel unanimously supported the proposal. Raising
the precept by 1.972% will add approximately £830K to the Constabuiary’s budget in the next
financial year.

Suffolk Constabulary will continue to aim to answer a minimum of 90% of ‘999’ calls within 10
seconds, and respond to a minimum of 90% of emergency incidents within 15 minutes (urban) and
20 minutes (rural).

Your local Police Station is currently still in Eye, from which 42 parishes are covered by PCSO
Steven Long and PC Lee Andrews-Pearce.

Inspector Mark Jackson and Sergeant's Mark Beresford and Mark Woodmansee are currently based
at Halesworth along with the Response Team for the area.

Regards

PCSO 3172 Steven Long

" Mid Suffolk North Safer Neighbourhood Team
+ Mid Suffolk North SNT
" Police station, The Lodge, Castleton Way, Eye, 1P23 7BH
" Tel:101
_e-mail: midsuffnorth.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk

W 0 AN EMERSENCY
[l ALWAYS CALL 997

Lowww.suffolk.police.uk



SUFFOLK CONSTABULARY

© Taking pride in keeping Suffolk safs

For those of you who engage in Social Media, Mid Suffolk Police now have a Twitter account. This is regularly updated
with crime prevention advice, crime information, witness appeals and other local policing news. You can access the
account at www. twitter.com/@MidSuffPolice.

(N.B Crime figures are as guide only, official figures are released in April of each year.)

Wiy :
i lMid Suffolk North Safer Neighbourhood Team

1 iNtd Suffolk North SNT

{1 | Police station, The Lodge, Castleton Way, Eye, 1P23 7BH

(i l’rel 101
| I-mall midsuffnorth.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk

i :;\'Nww.suffolk. holice.uk

IN AN EMERGENCY [
ALWAYS CALL 799




.Ashfield Community Council Chairmans Report
2016/17

As a committee we have had a fairly quiet year, mostly aimed at fund raising to
maintain the hall and improve where required. To this aim we are fortunate to
still provide refreshments for the cycling clubs which results in a steady income
and almost covers our mandatory outgoings.

In terms of functions, we have arranged a couple of social evenings, a quiz night,
a Vinyl evening which is always popular and several village rambles. We also
celebrated the Queen's birthday with a party in June.

We have also had frequent outside hall bookings with a local band using the hall
for practice on a number of occasions, and government election days, also the
hali was used for the Church Harvest Supper.

We were pleased to be able to obtain a grant from the MSDC Locality Fund
which we used to replace all the Fascias on the hall and have new guttering
fitted which was urgently needed.

I would like thank the members of the committee for their work and support
this last year, also to thank Ali for her excellent poster and flyer contributions.
My thanks also to the ladies not on the committee who provide us with the cakes
for our cyclist mornings. Also to those who help with our gardening tidy up
mornings, to Robert for his car park spraying and last but not least to Chris
Wilton who very kindly takes care of the grass cutting duties.

Malcoim Pease
Chairman Ashfield Community Council
May 2. 2017,



Ashfield Ladies Group

Report to Ashfield cum Thorpe Parish Council AGM - May 2017

The Ladies Group has been going now for 34 years, and continues to enjoy a

varied programme each year. We now have a record 26 members, some from
surrounding villages.

We hope to have a special celebration in 2018 to celebrate 35 years.

Susan Hansen
Group Organiser



Bramcote,
Ashfield The Street,
m AShﬁCld,
[fare STOWMARKET
Suffolk, IP14 6LY

Trust e

Registered Charity No. 209682,

ASHFIELD WELFARE TRUST ANNUAL REPORT 2017 (updated)

The Ashfield Welfare Trust is a registered charity that exists to relieve persons
resident in the parish who are in conditions of need, hardship or distress. The Trustees
have continued their recent practice of distributing the interest on its investments to
households that support a qualifying pensioner. This year 11 households received a
cheque for £35. An adequate contingency fund has been retained, which can be used
at the trustees’ discretion.

The trustees would appreciate any information on changing circumstances. The
trustees are not always aware that some one has reached pension age or that a
pensioner has moved into the village.

The accounts for the last financial year, and those for the year ending on the 31
March 2016 have been provided to the Parish Council.

For a variety of personal reasons, and co-incidentally, all three of the current trustees
have indicated that we will be retiring from the Ashfield Welfare Trust. We hope that
volunteers to become Trustees can be found within the village and would appreciate
any help in publicising these vacancies. For more information, please approach any of
the current Trustees.

Simon Wilson, Dick Knight and Eric Brown.
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Report of Village Recorder

Ashfield cum Thorpe Annual Parish Meeting 10 May 2017

Although I'm not from Suffalk, I’'ve lived here since 1980 and at Merryvale House since 1989. I'm a
retired Solicitor with an interest in local history. I've been the Village Recorder since 2015.

In Suffolk, the Local Recorders scheme is administered by the Suffolk Local History Council, whose
purpose is to encourage and support the study of local history.

The Recorder’s Role

* s to see that the present is adequately recorded at local level and
e to look out for items of historical interest which might be overlooked or lost for ever.

Imagine you are living in Ashfield in 100 years time and wondering what the village was like in 20177

Village Recording includes noting happenings in the area and being vigilant for older records and to
record reminiscences.

As many of you will know, | am Ashfield’s second Recorder, the first being Mike Brenton, and I'm
grateful to Mike for the work he did. I'm also grateful to Dorothy for looking after and passing over
to me Mike’s material.

Suffolk Local History Council now ask new Recorders to make an initial report about their Parish on
taking up the role, and after that, to make a short annual report. The annual report should give an
account of activities and changes of the Recorders area.

The Reports are kept in the Suffolk Record Office, so they become public documents.

Apart from the annual Report, it’s really up to the individual Recorder as to how they go about
Recording and whether they get take up any other projects.

So far, | have written an initial report in 2015 and two annual reports for 2015 and 2016. These
reports were circulated round the village mostly by email and a few by hand to some parishioners
not on the village email circulation list. If anyone has been missed out | apologise.

Recording is all about building up a picture of a living community. | am building up a database of
historical Ashfield. | started with the material from the Life in Ashfield Project from 1996. | have
digitised a lot of the documents that were on display, and sometime, | have to index and copy the
photographs from the project. The village is very fortunate to have this information and if anyone is
interested in viewing the material, I'd be delighted to assist. | can provide a list of materials upon
recuest.

| have also started some research about the history of my own house and I've started a project to try
to work out the historical occupants of Ashfield.

Another potential project is the Village House Photographs — the idea being to photograph the
occupiers of houses outside their homes. More information about this will follow in due course (|
hope }.
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To fulfil the Recorders role, | need information, | need parishieners to volunteer information please,
for example if there are impending changes in the Village, eg, new buildings, changes to buildings,
the Recorder should record the situation before and after. | should record activities, community
events, house moves etc. So, this is a plea to the village for information please.

I’'m always on the lookout for historical information as well, eg old documents, pictures, memorabilia
etc. | can copy some documents. | have an A3 printer and scanner and | have a computer consultant
living in my house who can sort out all the technical and inevitable computing issues.

Finally, there are more than 250 active Recorders in Suffolk although some parishes are without a
Recorder, and | know that The Local History Council is always eager to fill these vacancies. So, if you
know of someone {not Ashfield of course), who might be interested, have a word with me, or just
have a look at the Recorders page on the Suffolk Local History website.

Anita Sharpe,
Merryvale House,

Ashfield



Earl Soham Community Primary School

Head Teacher’s report for parish Councils: May 2017

1} Number on Role
There are currently 66 pupils on roll at the school.

2) Educational Visits

In March the whole school visited Cambridge Botanical Gardens. This linked closely
to our curriculum theme last term ‘Bugs, Beasts and Botany’. It was a very valuable
educational experience for all of the children. Years 3 and 4 attended the food and
farming event organised by the Suffolk agricultural association. This provided the
children with the opportunity to see first-hand where our food comes from.

3) Easter School

Some of our pupils love school so much that they were willing to attend school
during the Easter Holiday. 6 pupils from Years 6 and 5 attended the maths sessions
on Monday and Tuesday mornings and several stayed on to do some writing on
Tuesday afternoon. The children thoroughly enjoyed the experience and a great deal
of practice and revision was undertaken in a fun and practical way.

4) School Council and the Food Bank

The school council organised an appeal to raise awareness of, and collect groceries
for, our local food Bank. When collecting the parcels the food bank organisers had to
return with a van as the 30 plus boxes would not fit into a car. The children’s efforts
were reported on the front page of the East Anglian Daily Times.

5} Tractor in Schoo!

Mr Nesling brought a tractor to school and all children enjoyed looking at it and
listening to how our food is produced. Thanks to Him and the Suffolk Agricultural
Association for organising this.

6) Visitors in school

Dr Goymer has visited Blue Class several times and talked to them about evolution
and environmental sciences. He also led an assembly for the whote school. Dr Dan
Poulter {our local MP) visited the school alongside a local councillor. They toured the
school and spent time talking about current issues with the school council.

7) Sports and Competitions

The school has continued to take part in a variety of sports competitions. These have
included Tag Rugby, Basketball (3 Place) High 5’s Netball (4" Place) and Swimming
4th and 10" places. Our second swimming team included pupils from Year 3 so they
did very well competing against much older pupils (Year 6} from other schools.

Peter Lambillion-lJameson
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