
 

 

 
 

Ashfield cum Thorpe 
 

Approved Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 
Wednesday 10 May 2017 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall, 

The Street, Ashfield cum Thorpe 
 
 

Attendees: Cllr Geoff Hazlewood (Chair), Cllr Simon Garrett, Cllr Robert Grimsey, Cllr Myles Hansen, 
Cllr Ruth Hart and Cllr Ann Langley (Ashfield cum Thorpe Parish Council), Cllr Matthew Hicks (Mid 
Suffolk District Council and Suffolk County Council), Malcolm Pease (Ashfield Community Council), 
Dick Knight (Ashfield Welfare Trust), Anita Sharpe (Ashfield Village Recorder), Simon Ashton (Parish 
Clerk) and four Members of the Public 

 
 

1. Welcome by Ashfield cum Thorpe Parish Council’s Chair 
Cllr Hazlewood welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 

2. Agreement of Minutes of the Previous Annual Parish Meeting on 27 April 2016 
Minutes of the previous Annual Parish Meeting on 27 April 2016 were received, approved as a 
true record and signed by the Chair. 
 

3. Report by Ashfield cum Thorpe Parish Council’s Chair 
Cllr Hazlewood delivered his report at the meeting. He confirmed both a quiet year and the 
difficulties faced having to manage the running of the Parish Council in the absence of a Parish 
Clerk until Mr Ashton’s appointment in October 2016. Steps had been initiated to introduce a 
defibrillator to the village which had subsequently been referred to the Community Council as 
owner of the Village Hall. A notice board had also been purchased with the assistance of a 
grant awarded by Cllr Hicks from his locality fund. 
 

4. Report by Mid Suffolk District Councillor & Suffolk County Councillor 
Cllr Hicks delivered his report at the meeting. A copy of the report has been made available at 
the end of these minutes for information. 

 
5. Consideration of the Viability of the Installation of Vehicle Activated Signs 

Cllr Hicks outlined the provision of vehicle activated signs if the village wished to consider 
purchasing this facility which would need to be self-managed and its locations rotated. It 
could also be purchased in conjunction with another or other parishes and would cost 
approximately £2,500 to £3,000. Training would need to be provided and consideration given 
to its net benefits. 
 

6. Report by Suffolk Police’s Eye Safer Neighbourhood Team’s Representative 
Cllr Hazlewood presented a report received from Suffolk Police’s Mid Suffolk North Safer 
Neighbourhood Team at the meeting. A copy of the report has been made available at the 
end of these minutes for information. 



 

 

 
 
 

7. Report by the Parish Paths Liaison Officer 
Cllr Grimsey delivered his report at the meeting. He confirmed the existence of a network of 
public footpaths and bridleways around the parish for use by both residents and visitors. It 
was hoped that a relationship could be developed with a new landowner. There had been a 
problem with closed river crossings and it was hoped that they would soon be reopened by 
Suffolk County Council’s Rights of Way Team. 

 
8. Report by Ashfield Community Council’s Chair 

Mr Pease delivered his report at the meeting. A copy of the report has been made available at 
the end of these minutes for information. 

 
9. Report by Ashfield Ladies Group’s Chair 

Cllr Hansen presented a report received from Ashfield Ladies Group at the meeting. A copy of 
the report has been made available at the end of these minutes for information. 
 

10. Report by Ashfield Welfare Trust’s Trustee 
Mr Knight delivered his report at the meeting. A copy of the report has been made available 
at the end of these minutes for information. 

 
11. Report by Ashfield’s Village Recorder 

Ms Sharpe delivered her report at the meeting. A copy of the report has been made available 
at the end of these minutes for information. 

 
12. Report by Earl Soham Community Primary School Governors’ Chair 

Cllr Hazlewood presented a report received from Earl Soham Community Primary School 
Governors at the meeting. A copy of the report has been made available at the end of these 
minutes for information. 

 
13. Public Forum 

Mr Pease confirmed that residents had provided negative feedback about the location and 
size of the newly acquired notice board. He confirmed that it would be best moved away from 
the entrance to the Village Hall’s car park as it overshadowed the light from the phone kiosk. 
The meeting finished at 8.35pm. 

 
 

 
 

Simon Ashton, Parish Clerk 
actpc.clerk@gmail.com 
9 May 2018 

 






















